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I)itrtxluction. 

In this chapter an earnest exhortation is 

given on "Obedience to the civil Powers." 

Paul in urging the brethren to be obedient to 

the civil law takes several things for granted, 

1. That all civil power is ordained of God, 

2. that the existence of civil government is 
a matter of necessity and that society cannot 
exi>«t without it. 3. That the aim of the law 
it "the necessary suppression of evil." 4. 
That ordinarily, the blameless, virtuous man 
has nothing to fear from the law. 

It may seem somewhat surprising to us, 
that Paul should so earnestly have enforced 
this duty of obedience toward civil powers, 
especially when we remember the nature and 
character of the goverment under which he 
lived. Rulers had abused their power. The 
innocent suffered at the hands of corrupted 
despotisms. Paul himself, under that same 
government to which he exhorted obedience, 
suffered imprisonment, endured the lash and 
finally submitted to death. 

Was such a government worthy of being 
respected ? Were Christians required to yield 
obedience to Its requirements? Can such 
laws have their source iu God ? If such were 
the aim of law, then Go 1 cannot be its author. 
Rut Paul is not speaking of a government 
corrupted by ambitions men, bnt the end and 
object of all law, which is the protection of so- 
ciety, the highest good of the just and the 
punishment of the unjust. When the gov- 
ernment falls into the hands of cruel rulers, the 
abuse* of power are to be condemned and not 
the law. Nero had not yet ascended the throne 
when Paul wrote this letter, bnt if there was a 
Nero, there was also a Cicero— good niters as 
well aa bad ones. 

Paul though he suffered injustice under the 
Roman law, up to the time when this letter 
was written, he bad reasons to feel grateful 
for its impartiality. At Philippi, he appealed 
to the magistrates in the name of the Roman 
law, and vindicated his right as a citizen. 
Gal Ik) protected him at Corinth, and the town 
clerk at Ephesus saved him by his sensible 
appeal to the public. 

LESSON. 

Verse 1. Let every aoul. Every person, 
Jew, Gentile or Christian. The man 
who is not a good citizen cannot be a 
good Christian. Paul sfjeaks of the gen- 
eral principles of the law, and requires 
our obedience to it only so far as it does not 
conflict with the teachings of God's word. 
Human government is on a lower scale than 
divine government, and where the two do not 
harmonize, the divine law has our first claim. 
Under the present condition of mankind, no 
nation can exist without some form of a gov- 
ernment. If man had remained in his innocen- 
ey, if sin had never entered the world, no hu- 
man government for the punishment of vice 
and the reward of virtue would ever have been 
needed. But since these governments do ex- 
ist and must exist, it becomes the duty of 
every one to feel and manifest an interest in 
the same. Good, honest, Christian men,ahou]d 
he at the head of the government, and none 
other should fill any of its public offices. The 
powers that be are ordained of God. And he 
who is an enemy to his country, cannot be a 
friend of God. Christ's kingdom on earth is 
distinct from all other kingdoms. It has a 
government of its own. Christ is the one 
head. The gospel is its only law. But while 
the Church and State are thus separate, and 
the union of the two not intended, there are 
yet certain, principles common to both. Down, 
deep down at their lowest roots and life- 
springs, these principles interlock. The 
union of Church and State I believe to be 
contrary to the teachings of God's word, yet 
there is evidently a closer relation between 
the two than we are commonly willing to 
grant. The existence of the church ts essen- 
tial to a pure earthly government, and nothing 
is so effectual in preserving it from corruption 
and in revolutionizing society when needed 
as the church. And to the church of Jesus 
Christ it our republic indebted for the princi- 
ples on which it is based. On the other hand, 
the Church is indebted to the government for 
ita recognition. Here we recognize unity of 
principle at the very bottom, the root of the 
two. The Church it independent of State, 
and yet how slow it her progress, where she 
it not recognized by the goverment The 
jjState, it may be said it independent of the 
JrChurch, but how deplorable is the condition 
^of that State where the Bible has not free 
fcOuree, and the church is unknown. We 
mutt from these facts recognize a close rela- 
tion between Church and State, though no 
union of the two. 

Now every citizen of Christ's kingdom 
t owes certain duties, to the government unde 



which he lives. It is the duty of every church- 
man to labor for the purity of thegovernmeiit 
to keep it free from the hands or wicked and 
unprincipled men. He who has no faith in 
that higher and better land, even a heavenly 
land, should not have an earthly land intrust- 
ed in his care. How shall we prevent it? At 
the potts. Here every Christian man has t 
duty to perform which should never be neg- 
lected. We are responsible for the men we 
send to public offices. To neglect to vote for 
a good man is equivalent to voting for a bmd 
one. We are responsible for alfowmy incom- 
petent men to fill public offices as for sending 
them there. The sin of omission is as verily 
a tin as the sin of commission. Our duty to- 
ward civil powers, therefore is not only to not 
do what is forbidden. This is not only the 
negative side. We must do positively good 
towards it. 

What generally is the character of the men 
that occupy the seats iu Congress? Whojare 
the men in the halls of Congress, which 
from God's earthly sanctuary, where we 
ship, is the most sacred temple on t 
earth ? Often men who disregard th« n 
of the Almighty. Go and see. foil |_ 
And God's temple pointed with tobacco, turn- 
ed into a whiskey saloon, and uwnt of all, on 
that sacred floor where God should rule su- 
preme, Hts name is used in vain. Character 
should be made a necessary qualification, for 
such offices, and the best system of national 
defense is the organization of character. Can- 
on and warships, iron-clads do no not present 
as venerable a front at Christian citizenship. 
Congress must be stocked wiBi hearts whose 
faith in the Almighty is vital dr our country 
cannot long exist to be counselled for. ( *The 
faithful disciple, standing th his lot for the 
command to love God and man is a bettertwi- 
t riot than the statesman who secies every Bnd 
of honor but that which conies from on high. 
For the statesman ought also, and first to be 
Christ's man ; patriotism without Christianity 
is not a strong sentiment ; he who has resoiv- 
ed to stand on the side of God is the 1 bent 
friend of his country that any country can 
have ; and there is no earthly country good 
enough to be loved safely, except the love be 
hallowed by faith in a better country, even an 
heavenly." 

Verse 2. Reaisteth the ordinance, "ftiis 
verse very clearly teaches that he who is dis- 
obedient to the civil powers, is disobedient to 
God's word. For by resisting the powers 
that be, we resist theoidinance of God. This 
must of necessity follow, since in the first verse 
Paul declares that the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. We must not infer from this 
however, that our right to rebel against a cor- 
rupt government, is taken away. Rebellion is 
one of God's method's of bringing about good. 
We must rebel against everything that is evil. 
The reason that the Jewish religion had be- 
come so corrupt, was because its leaders 
knew that no one dared to ai>eak disrespect- 
fully of anything they might do. So any 
government that binds the hands of its sub- 
jects,! hat shuts out all criticism, will naturally 
become corrupt. 

Now those who disobey the civil law not 
only fall under the condemnation of that law, 
but they receive unto themselves damnation. 
God therefore sanctions the judgment pro- 
nounced upon criminals. There are those who 
claim it is contrary to the teachings of the 
apostles for a Christian to hold a public office, 
especially where he is required to execute the 
law. Now it seems clear from Paul's teach- 
ing (he is a good authority) that when the 
law condemn, that is justly so, God sanctions 
it, and a severer punishment than the law in- 
flicts awaits the criminal. 

Verse 3, Rulers are not a terror. That is 
they should not be, and generally are not, yet 
we know that good have been persecuted, and 
even to the innocent, rulers have been tenors. 
A necessaiy qualification of all rulers, wheth- 
er civil or religious, it a loving disposition, 
kindhcartedness, so that the subjects may 
look upon him as one under whose arm they 
are safe. This is particularly true of religious 
teachers. Where the government is what it 
should be ; when those in authority have the 
good of the people at heart, then the blame- 
less need not fear for to them the law is not a 
source of terror, but a source of protection. 
A government such as that found in annual 
meeting book in the hands of jealous rulers, is 
more of a terror to the innocent than the 

Silty, for we have learned by sad experience 
it to many goodjworks that law is an enemy, 
and he who would the most good cannot live 
under it. To evil workers, a fair government 
is a dread, but it does certainly happen some- 
times, it has happened that civil and religious 
governments were a dread to good works. 
Good citizens have the praise of a good gov- 
ernment. No man need fear our civil law. 
All may atear clear of its punishment. Such 
a law should be obeyed and respected, not of 
compulsion, but from a tense of love and 
duty. 


Vene €. Be is a minister of Ood. Paul 
declares here in unmistakable language that 
a true servant of the government is a servant 
of God, and the evil doer may well fear him, 
for he bears not the sword in vain. He is a 
minister of God from the very fact that he 
executes the law, and thows profound respect 
to human life, by punishing the evil doer who 
endangers human life. The law inflicts the 
penalty of death for certain crimes, and though 
it may seem very unchristian to us, yet is it 
not better that one should die and many live, 
than that one should live and many die. The 
referenceevidently is to capital punishment, and 
while we shall say nothing in its favor, yet 
the testimony of Scripture bears evidence that 
God sanctions the punishment of the evil-doer 
for it it an evidence of love for mankind. Be- 
sides God, on the day of Judgment will in- 
flict punishment on the wicked, and reward 
the righteous. 

Verse 5. Not only far wrath. A good citi- 
zen is obedient to the civil powers, not only 
because he fears punishment. For if fear of 
punishment only keeps a man from violating 
the law, then in God's sight he it guilty. It 
must be done for love of one's country, and 
of duty to God. Obedience to the law is part 
of our religion. It is God's will that we obey 
and respect the law, hence the Christian freely 
yields obedience to it. 

. Verse 6. Pay ye tribute also. In this verse 
the reason for paying taxes is given. The 
government is ordained of God. It is intended 
to protect society, to punish the wicked and 
reward the good. Now the ministers of this 
law must as verily be supported at the Min- 
isters of the Gospel. Christ taught this same 
doctrine when the Pharisees asked him 
whether it is lawful to pay tribute to Ciesar. 
Paul was not preaching a new doctrine there- 
fore. He was teaching what he had learned 
from his Master. 

Verse 7. Bender therefore. To be a citizen 
of Christ's kingdom does not interfere with 
our earthly citizenship. It makes us better 
men and women and hence better citizens. 
There are those who would not pay taxes 
were they not compelled to, and yet it is a 
divinely enjoined dutj^, It is no lets the duty 
to support the minister of the gospel than the 
ministers of the law. Yea, it is an infinitely 
higher duty to pay dues to him who is the 
bearer of God's eternal message, than to pay 
the taxes due the government. Now he who 
refuses to pay his share to the minister's sup- 
port, places himself in the same position to- 
wards God, as he who refuses to pay his tax 
does towards the government. The govern- 
ment imprisons the non-tax payer, and what 
the Lord will do with him who helps not sup- 
port the minister of the Gospel, I know not. 

Verse 8. Owe no man anything but love. It 
is a duty enjoined upon all to pay their debts. 
What a blessed world this would be, if every 
one would freely yield obedience to the grand 
precepts of Christianity. It is the only relig- 
ion adapted to human society in all its 
conditions. - It does not deal in multiplicity 
of legislation. It laws are few ; the princi- 
ples that underlie the whole divine revelation 
are of universal application. Its one grand 
principle of love is the foundation of the whole 
fabric and it meets all the wants of man, of 
every generation under whatever circumstance 
he may find himself. 

Of every obligation we are to acquit our- 
selves, but love is a debt we can never pay. 
Whatever you may have done to your fellow 
men, you still owe him a debt of love. How 
did we thus come indebted to our neighbor ? 
Through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle in the next verse enumerates the 
commands of the second table, but closes by 
summing up the whole in one comprehensive 
summary, "Love thy neighbor as thyself." 
Love to God and love to man is our whole 
duty. 

Verse 10. Love workeih no ill to hie neigh- 
bor. Surely many are wanting this love, for 
when we take a comprehensive view of the 
human family, their actions toward each oth- 
er, we wonder where is that love that works 
no ill to his neighbor, Alas! it teems a 
strange word to us. But love does uot stop 
at this. It does more than simply no evil to 
our neighbor. It cannot remain in this nega- 
tive side. It does good to others, positively 
good. It seeks for objects on whom to be- 
stow its beneficence. Glorious teaching, this. 
The Bible it a human as well at a divine book. 
It has a human side. It waa written by men 
acquainted with grief. Yea, the Godf who 
moved these earthly men to write his will and 
guided their pen himself suffered death on the 
cross. He took our nature on himself, and he 
knows our sorrows. For every wound he has 
a balm. He helps our infirmities. He has 

S'ven ns a book for the family, for Congress, 
r nations, for the universe. May the love 
which works no ill to hit neighbor fill every 
heart in Christendom. Then shall society be 
regenerated, the world converted to Jesua,and 
heaven begun on earth. 


"TBI fiODS SO ITIHTWHIHI." 

IKASCBi c. JJLIHO. 

Longfellow, in hit poem entitled "The 
Builders," expresses the idea that the idola- 
ters in ancient times, to constructed their 
houses that they bore the closest inspection, 
tor "the gods tee everywhere." Working 
with this incentive in view, each one did tbe 
bett be could. The buried cities recovered 
disclose great accuracy in their work. They 
were zealous in striving to please their gods, 
and should they fail to accomplish tb.lt, they 
would suffer great anguish. Since these 
blinded pagans worked so earnestly and en- 
thusiastically to please their gods of gold and 
brass, which could neither tee nor understand, 
how much more should we, who have a living 
God, strive to make this earthly mansion 
without deficiencies. How much puttying 
and painting we do 1 Here it a person who 
will smooth over a vile nature with flowery 
words. Another will paint hit character moat 
beautifully with donations for charitable par- 
poses. The parlor is often a model of perfec- 
tion, the kitchen a teens of disorder. The 
company manners are kind and obliging, the 
home manners rude and selfish. The archi- 
tect constructs a fine mansion, with every im- 
provement of modern times, but examine the 
crevices and frequently you'll find them faul- 
ty. These illustrations are growing entirety 
too practical, and to the most religious they 
sometimes come in at a matter of habit. 

Compare the motive of the heathen to onr 
everyday examples. Do we have our every 
word and act so moulded aa to withstand the 
scrutinizing eye of our God ? Will they bear 
close inspection ? I am afraid we do not 
realize our God sees everywhere, cr we 
would never be numbered among the "uniuly 
and vain talkers and deceivers. Wonld the 
spiritual become visible the christian would 
sink with remorse under the reproving eye of 
our all-seeing God, when in the act of speak- 
ing a reproachful word againtt his neighbor. 
"If any man among you seem to be religious 
and bridleth not hie tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, bis religion it vain." By deceiv- 
ing onr own hearts we lose the crown of life, 
the object of our desires ; yet "evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived." Not only will we de- 
ceive ourselves but by our examples we may 
deceive our neighbor and rob him of thecrown 
of life. 

A careful architect will either reprove or 
discharge his workmen for constructing an 
unsubstantial building, so will our Lord dis- 
cbarge from hit vineyard the deceiver of his 
own heart, for "whosoever transgreseetb, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ bath not 
God. He that abideth iu the doctrine of 
Christ hath both the Father and the Son." 

Our God is always an eye-witness to our 
every act. Our main audience it veiled from 
oar view. Where there it one teeing at on 
earth, there are multitudes looking at ut from 
the realms above. Angels rejoice over the 
cou version of a tinner, and weep over the fall- 
en. The cup of cold water and raiment for 
the needy are witnessed with glories to God. 
Little fame may be won on earth,but the glor- 
ies of eternity are everlasting. 

Let us then as professing followers of 
Christ "be doers of the word" with the vigor 
exhibited by the poor idolater. Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates of the city. 


Good Words far eirli. 


A writer in Women at Work advises girls, 
if they would be happy in the married life, to 
marry gentlemen. He thus defines what he 
means by the term : 

A true gentleman is generous and unsel- 
fish. He regards another's happiness and 
welfare as well as his own. Yon will see that 
trait running in all his actions. A man who 
is a bear at home to his sitters and discourte- 
ous to his mother is just the man te avoid 
when you come to the great question which 
it to be answered yes or no. 

A man may be ever so rustic iu his early 
surroundings, if he is a truegentleman he will 
not bring a blush to your cheek in any society 
by his abeurd behavior. • 

There is an instinctive politeness inherent 
in such a character, which everywhere com- 
mands respect, and makes its owner- pats for 
what he is — one of nature's noblemen. 

Do not despair, girls ; there are such men 
in the world. Yon need not all die old maids. 
But wait until the princes past by. No harm 
in delay. 

You will not be apt to find him in the hall 
room, and I know he will never be seen walk- 
ing up from the liquor saloon. Nor is be a 
champion billiard player, either, for he hat too 
much honest work to do. 
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